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An American Dictionary of Slang and 
Colloquial Speech. By Joseph A. 
Weingarten. York, [Privately 
printed by the author, c1954|. 390p. 
24cm. cloth $6; 15 per cent school and 


New 


library discount 


According to the Foreword, the ob- 
jectives of An American Dictionary of 
Slang and Colloquial Speech are to pre 
sent within certain specified limits a 
comprehensive picture of general Amer 
ican slang and colloquial speech and to 
cite the earliest date of use for every 
word or phrase included. No word or 
phrase was included until the author 
had “five or more quotations of that 
particular word or phrase or a ‘reason 
able facsimile,” as an indication that 
the word had “received the sanction of 


Words the 


underworld, the military and the the 


the people.” pertaining to 
atre are excluded unless they have be 
come general slang. 

In the introductory section of the 
book the 
listed. These references include diction 
dialect, American 


17 principal references are 


aries of American 


Lands and Peoples 11 
Macmillan Medical Cyclopedia : 
Illustrated Encyclopedia of 


Knowledge (note) 14 
Universal Standard Encyclopedia 

(note) 14 
Subscription Books Committee 

1955-56 14 


isms, slang and nicknames, and general 
American and English dictionaries. In 
addition to general 
works, the author states in the Fore 
word that he has read “ 


hundreds 


consulting such 
literally 
books of 


such as westerns, mys- 


and hundreds of 
various types,” 
teries and sports stories to unearth the 
early dating of the use of words and 
phrases identified as American slang. 
Weingarten’s An American Diction- 
ary of Slang and Colloquial Speech can 
hardly be considered comprehensive. 
In comparison with other dictionaries 
of American slang such as Berrey and 
Van den Bark’s The American Thesau- 
rus of Slang, it contains too few words 
and phrases. The Weingarten dictionary 
contains 390 pages as compared with 
1272 pages in Berrey and Van den Bark; 
for the letter F in Weingarten there are 
507 entries as compared with 3406 in 
Of a list of 


jazz and teen-age slang terms checked, 


Berrey and Van den Bark 


most were not included in Weingarten; 
for example, “whaling” (piano play- 
ing), “get whacky” (to play wildly), 
“whistle bait” (girl's attractive clothes), 
and “un-hep” (not alive and alert) are 


not in Weingarten but they are in Ber- 
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rey and Van den Bark. However, about 
50 per cent of the terms included are 
not listed in Partridge’s A Dictionary of 
Slang and Unconventional English and 
about 25 per cent of the terms are not 
included in Berrey and Van den Bark. 
Examples of those in Weingarten but 
not in Berrey and Van den Bark are: 
black-eyed susan, “A revolver”; first- 
nighter, “One who attends the opening 
night performance of a play”; liven up, 
“To make things hum with activity and 
spirit; to become spirited”; and live 
wire, “An active and aggressive person; 
a person full of energy and ‘pep. 
Weingarten can, therefore, serve as a 


,” 


supplement to other dictionaries of gen- 
eral slang 

The definitions in Weingarten’s dic 
tionary tend to be popular and brief; in 
many instances one or two single words 
or phrases constitute a definition. For 
example, the definition of stewed is 
“Drunk,” and that of locust is “A po 
liceman’s club made of locust wood.” 
However, occasionally a word receives 
rather full and scholarly treatment. For 
example, the entry tight as... is a 35 
line article which defines two meanings 
of the phrase and under each meaning 
lists a number of complements with 
which the phrase is used. Parts of 
speech are given for single words. This 
is followed by the date of use, a refer 
ence to one of the 17 dictionaries listed 
in the introductory section of the book 
and/or the author’s surname, brief title, 
and page of a popular book in which 
the word or phrase has been used. Such 
references to Partridge’s A Dictionary 
of Slang and Unconventional English, 
fourth revised edition, 1951, Webster's 


New International Dictionary, second 
edition unabridged, 1934, and Berrey 
and Van den Bark’s The American The- 
saurus of Slang, 1942, are authentic, 
but usually the given in 
Weingarten is one of several given in 
the older dictionaries. 

References to popular literature as 


definition 


sources of slang usage are sometimes 
difficult to follow as these titles are fre- 
quently published in several editions 
which vary in pages and format. In 
some references page 
omitted. The date given for the use of 
the word indicates the date of the edi- 
tion containing the word 


numbers are 


However, it 
is difficult to prove that the words of 
slang could not have appeared in litera- 
ture previous to the dates given. 
Because slang is a constantly chang- 
ing part of language it is natural to find 
variations of meaning among slang dic- 
tionaries due to changes in usage or to 
the selection of various subject areas 
with which the 
Weingarten includes general slang and 
the 


meaning that he gives was used. For 


slang is associated. 


cites the earliest date on which 
example, Weingarten defines black-out 
as “A darkening of all lights in time of 
war,” and cites 1940 as the date of its 
earliest use; Partridge gives the defini- 
tions, “To experience a temporary loss 
of consciousness; coffee without milk.” 
The greatest variations of meaning oc- 
cur for those terms for which refer- 
ences to popular literature are cited. 
Some terms for which there are varia- 
tions of meaning were also located in 
Webster’s New 
ary. 

The alphabetical letter-by-letter ar- 


International Diction- 
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rangement of words in two columns to 
the page is more difficult to follow than 
an alphabetical word-by-word arrange: 
ment. The lack of consistency in the 
use of heavy type for each entry, due 
to unevenness of color in the printing, 
tends to be confusing. There are nu- 
merous instances of blurred print and 
uneven lines especially in the lower 
part of the pages. The binding is not 
durable 

In spite of the limited scope and 
negative factors in printing and format, 
the number of new slang words and 
phrases included in An American Dic- 
tionary of Slang and Colloquial Speech 
make it useful in a college, university 
or public library as a supplement to 
the other more comprehensive diction- 
aries of this type, and it is so recom- 
mended. 


The Bookshelf for Boys and Girls. Edi- 
torial Board; Editor-in-Chief, Corinna 
Marsh. v.1-3. New York, The Univer- 
sity Society, Inc., [c1955]. illus. 24cm. 
Holliston Sturdite 10v. $69.50; to 
schools and libraries, 20 per cent dis- 
count; to individuals, 10 per cent dis- 
count for cash. 


This review is concerned with vol- 
umes 1-3 only. The publisher states that 
volumes 4-10 bear a 1955 copyright date 
and have some minor changes in them, 
but are essentially the same as they 
were in 1948 

According to the publisher the pred- 
ecessors of this set include: Boys and 
Girls Bookshelf, 1912, 1915, 1920; Young 
Folks Treasury, 1909, 1917, 1919; Father 
and Son Library, 1921 (reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin October 
1930); Modern Boy Activity, 1921, 1923; 
The Mother’s Book, 1919; The Child 
Welfare Manual, 1916; The Home Kin- 
dergarten Manual, 1921; Bible Stories 


and Character Building, 1915; The 


Home University Bookshelf, 1927, 1938, 
1945 (the 1927 edition reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin January 
1932, a note on the 1938 edition in the 
July 1939 Bulletin); and The Bookshelf 
for Boys and Girls, 1948. 

The volumes under consideration con- 
tain a wide variety of stories and verses, 
though only about two-thirds as many 
as the same volumes of the 1948 edition. 
Quality of selections is much better, 
although a larger proportion of mate- 
rial from the former edition has been 
retained than would be indicated from 
the publisher’s statement “completely 
new in content (except for a few clas- 
sea...” 

According to its Preface, volume 1, 
Nursery Favorites Old and New, takes 
the child from “lullabies and rhythmic 
baby-games at the very beginning, 
through Mother Goose and the other 
favorites of early childhood . . . to the 
point where he may be interested in 
learning to read and count for himself.” 
The material is divided into sections: 
Lullabies and Sleepy-Time Stories, Play- 
ing Games with Baby, Mother Goose, 
Nursery Favorites, Animal Friends, Go- 
ing Places, Words that Sing, Stories 
about Real Children, First Steps in 
Reading and Counting, Fun and Non- 
sense, Tales of Animals that Talk, Mer- 
ry Christmas, and Little Prayers and 
Many of the are 
from outstanding authors for children, 
such as Christina Rossetti, Jane Taylor, 
Eugene Field, Beatrix Potter, Phyllis 
McGinley, Margaret Wise Brown, Vir- 
ginia Lee Burton, Rachel Field, Edward 
Lear and Elizabeth Coatsworth. 

Volume 2, Happy Hours in Storyland, 
contains material on a slightly higher 
age level, under the headings: Aesop’s 
and Other Fables, Cheerful Tales and 
Verse, Pleasure, Animal 
Stories, Time for Laughter, Children in 


Graces. selections 


Poems for 
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America Then and Now, and Christmas 
Storie Verses. Here 


authors are 


and Christmas 


again recognized children’s 


well represented by complete stories 
and poems or excerpts from longet 
worl 


Volume 3, Folk and Fairy-Tales, con 


tains stories drawn from Grimm, An 
dersen, Perrault, Lang, and more mod 
ern authors such as Howard Pyle, 
France: Carpe nter, Joel Chandler Har 
ris and Margery Bianco 

The objective of the editors, as stated 


in “The Plan and Purpose of The Book 


shelf for Boys and Girls” in volume 1, 


has been “to create in children a desire 


to read what is good rathe than what 


is not good” and to “satisfy this desire 
by providing a diversity of material to 
attract and hold children’s interest and 
at the same time improve their taste 
It would seem that they have been rea 
sonably successful in carrying out these 
objectives. For the most part, the selec 
tions included come from the best in 
children’s literature, either in the origi 
nal form or as a retelling of a familiar 
story. Selections range from traditional 
classics to modern works, from fantasy 
to realism,'from nonsense to serious 
stories and verse, and from very simple 
baby rhymes to stories suitable for the 
early teen age 

Authorship is indicated for approxi 
mately two-thirds of the selections. In 
many cases the material:is in the origi 
the folk 
stories, in a widely accepted version 
Each detailed list 


of Acknowledgments tracing many of 


nal form, or, in the case of 


contains a 


volume 


the selections to original sources, giv 


ing author, title, copyright date and 
publisher of the original work. A state 
ment is included that in a few cases 
editors have made every effort to find 


the sources and get permission to re 


print, but were unsuccessful. There 


were noted a few instances where there 


was slight deviation from the original 
by the omission, addition or change of 
a word or phrase. In most of these in 
stances this had no serious effect on the 
but 


when 


story, one wonders why it was 


done otherwise the story was 


identical with the original 
Illustrations, which numerous 


are 


are for the most part considerably su 


perior to those in the 1948 edition 
Many of them are the work of outstand 
ing illustrators of children’s books, such 
as Virginia Lee Burton, Wanda Gag, 
E. H. Shepard, Leonard Weisgard, Kurt 
Wiese, Roger Duvoisin, Lois Lenski, 
tobert McCloskey, Howard Pyle and 


and are reproduced 


work of the 


Armstrong Sperry, 
from already published 
artists. However, since most of the il 
lustrations in the Bookshelf are in black 
(the 
varying with each signature of a vol 


faithfully 


and white and one color color 


ume) they are not always 
reproduced and lose much of the charm 
Adaptations have also 


been made by using color where none 


of the original 


existed in the original, changing color, 
eliminating part of the picture, or add 
the Whether these 


changes were sanctioned by the artist 


ing to picture 
or original publisher is not known. For 
example, in volume 3, the story, “The 
Five Queer Brothers,” is illustrated 
with four of Kurt Wiese’s illustrations 
for Claire Huchet Bishop’s The Five 
Chinese Brothers (Coward-McCann, 
1948). All except one 
size, two are completely reversed, and 


are reduced in 


one has had about a third of the pic 
ture deleted. Although in this case the 
colors used approximate those of the 
original (black, white and yellow), some 
color has been used where none existed 
in the original, without improving the 
effectiveness of the picture 


In addition to the usual illustrations 
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there are some full-color plates (the 
entire section on Mother Goose is illus 
trated in full color) which more nearly 
reproduce the originals from which 
they were taken, in so far as it was 
possible to compare. In this day when 
the illustrations are an integral part of 
the text in a book for children, it is un 
fortunate that only a few of the many 
illustrations found in the original book 
could be used in the Bookshelf, and 
that although the text is accurate, the 
reader will miss much of the charm and 
value of the original story 

The Table of Contents in the front 
of each volume is divided into sections 
conforming with the divisions in the 
contents. Under each heading, the se 
lections are listed alphabetically by title 
with page references 

The set is bound in rich dark red 
grained material, lettered in gold, and 
a colorful picture on glossy paper is 
applied in a panel on the front of each 
volume. The binding is identical to 
that of the 1948 edition. Binding ap 
pears to be sturdy. Paper is white and 
print is large and clear; both are im 
proved over the 1948 edition. 

The Bookshelf for Boys and Girls is 
intended for home use rather than for 
school or library use. Considering the 
limitations of any work of this type, 
namely, the uniformity of format, the 
scarcity and adaptation of illustrations 
as compared with individual works, 
necessary crowding of material into 
more or less solid pages of print, and 
the excerpting of parts of longer works, 
those people who desire their children’s 
literature in this form rather than in 
individual volumes will find the mate 
rial in the Bookshelf of high quality, 
the illustrations, with the exceptions 
noted, above the average and the for 
mat quite satisfactory. 


This is an interim review; the Com 


mittee plans a complete review with 
recommendation statement when a re 
vised edition of the remaining volumes 
is available 


The Dictionary of Business and Indus- 
try. Edited by Robert J. Schwartz 
New York, B. C. Forbes and Sons 
Publishing Co., Inc., [¢1954 xl vi, 
561p. cloth $7.95, with thumb index 
$8.95. 


This dictionary brings together in 
one alphabet 45,000 business, trade, in 
dustrial and legal terms. The jacket 
states that the volume contains defini 
tions of terms not customarily found in 
ordinary dictionaries. According to the 
publisher, this is a “volume for the 
business man, the executive and his as 
sistants.” 

The editor and compiler is Robert J. 
Schwartz, a practicing lawyer in New 
York City and a graduate of the Whar 
ton School of Finance and Commerce 
of the University of Pennsylvania and 
of the Harvard University Law School 

The Preface states that numerous 
sources such as trade associations, gov 
ernment agencies, and technical soci 
eties have been consulted in compiling 
the definitions. According to the pub 
lisher, over 1100 trade associations in the 
United States supplied 125,000 terms. 
Specialized glossaries of various indus 
tries were also consulted. These terms 
were “checked, duplications weeded 
out, general terms in normal usage 
eliminated, and many definitions re 
phrased.” 

In the 46 pages before the main al 
phabet numerous tables appear. The 
source of each table is a recognized 
authority, eg., The Custom House 
Guide, The Bankers’ Almanac & Year 
Book, National Bureau of Standards, 
and Joseph T. Ryerson & Sons, Inc., but 


dates of these sources are not included 
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Data in these tables taken from annual 
publications compare with information 
in recent issues of those publications. 
Several of the tables, such as “Weights 
of Material” and “Contents of Storage 
Warehouses” (space and weight re 
quirements for materials), are not com 
monly found in business or technical 
handbooks or dictionaries. On the other 


hand, some common tables such as com 


pound interest and annuities, common 


logarithms, specific gravity and density, 
and time are omitted. 

The book jacket gives a partial list 
of 90 topics covered by the dictionary. 
The terms defined cover plant, animal, 
mineral, and other types of products; 
specialized technical terms; various in 
dustries; the functions of business, and 
commercial law. Some of the terms are 
in broad fields such as marketing and 
the printing 


specialized areas such as gauges and 


industry; others are in 
government accounting. 

In accord with the editor’s purpose 
to produce a dictionary of trade terms, 
words such as honor (“To pay, or to 
accept, a negotiable promissory instru 
ment when presented for payment’), 
legend (“The title or short description 
printed illustration’), 
repress (“A machine for pressing stiff 


under an and 
or soft clay blanks into brick shapes’’) 
have definitions of restricted meanings 
only. A word with several meanings 
generally has a separate entry for each 
meaning; for example, there are three 
entries each under ply, jet, and float, 
plus many combinations such as ply 
metals, jet-molding-machine operator, 
All terms are capital 
ized whether proper nouns or not. 


and float valve 


The definitions are short. The longest 
ones run to 60 words or more, but many 
consist of a single phrase of 10 to 15 
words. Definitions are concise and ade 
quate. 


The terms included are in general of 
more value to the engineer and manu 
facturer than to persons concerned with 
finance, general management or mar- 
keting. Of the 56 definitions from floor 
planning through fluorescence, 44 are 
of technical rather than general busi- 
ness, financial, or marketing interest. 
For example, flow coat, fluid coupling, 
and flour crown glass are specialized 
technical terms. Seventy entries from 
saw filer, machine through scalper man 
include only 15 items of non-technical 
interest. 

Numerous abbreviations are entered 
in the main alpnabet. For example, 51 
abbreviations appear between moviola 
and mucilage; each of the six explana 
tions of M.P. has its own entry. Many 
of the abbreviations, such as bu. and 
F.O.B., are standard. Others, for ex 
ample, B.S.P. (Baltimore Steam Packet) 
and M.S.C. (Manchester Ship Canal), 
are unusual. Abbreviations for trans 


both 


mestic are generally included. A check 


portation lines foreign and do 
of present United States railroad sys 
tems disclcsed only one major omis 
sion (the Maine Central Railroad) 

Alphabetizing is not always consist 
ent. For example, fiber board follows 
fiber container, Fiberglas, etc.; D. & H 
precedes entries beginning da while 
D. & B. follows da entries; new entries 
precede terms beginning neu 

In size the dictionary is convenient 
for desk use, and is attractively and 
sturdily bound in blue cloth with gold 
lettering. The double-column page is 
rather crowded in appearance; the type 
though small is clear. The quality of 
the paper is good. 

The dictionary is most useful for 
those seeking definitions of some com 
mon terms as related to business and 
industry, and of current technical terms. 
It is of especial interest to technical 
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libraries and to libraries of firms en 
gaged in production of goods. For other 
business libraries it is an additional 
source of quick reference. The Diction- 
ary of Business and Industry is recom 
mended for these users. 


Encyclopedia of Painting: Painters and 
Painting of the World from Prehis 
toric Times to the Present Day. Ber 
nard S. Myers, Ed. New York, Crown 
Publishers, Inc., 1955. 
27.8cm. cloth $10.95. 


5llp. illus. 


In the Preface to this attractive new 
encyclopedia, the editor 
“Within the number of words 
and illustrations prescribed by the aim 


of producing a portable and not too 
costly volume we have tried to give 


one-volume 


states, 


an all-over picture of the outstanding 
painters, movements, styles and tech 
niques from the most ancient times to 
the present day.” The publisher states 
that there are more than 3000 entries, 
and 1000 illustrations of which 216 are 
in full color. The illustrations have been 
gathered fromm many parts of the world, 
from places as distant as Istanbul and 
Japan, and from numerous institutions 
and private collections. 

Following a preface and a page of 
acknowledgments, there is a key to ab 
breviated names of museums. On the 
last page of the book there is a list of 
photographic credits for those pictures 
which were not supplied by their own 
ers or galleries. 

The editor of the encyclopedia is Ber 
nard S. Myers, lecturer in art at the 
College of the City of New York. His 
contributing associates are Milton W. 
Brown, of Brooklyn College, George R. 
Collins, Assistant Professor of Fine 
Arts at Columbia University, Beatrice 
Farwell, a member of the staff of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Jane Gas 
ton Mahler, Associate Professor of Fine 


Arts at Columbia University and co- 
author of History of World Art (1948), 
and Margaretta Salinger, also a mem- 
ber of the staff of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. The responsibility of 
each of these contributors for certain 
subject areas in the encyclopedia is 
stated in the Preface. No articles are 
signed. 

The aim of the editors to achieve in 
one volume a_ world-wide coverage 
“from prehistoric times to the present 
day” has been fairly well accomplished. 
The material on the painters of Europe, 
the United States, Mexico, Central 
America, South America, Canada and 
Australia is treated under the names of 
individual painters and specific move 
ments, styles, etc. The material on the 
painters of the Orient is treated in four 
special sections, Chinese Painters, Japa- 
nese Painters, Indian Painters and Per- 
sian Painters. These four sections oc 
cupy 56 pages, or approximately one 
ninth of the encyclopedia. Each section 
is preceded by a brief survey of the de 
velopment of painting in the country in 
volved. Names of painters in the four 
countries are listed in their alphabetical 
places with cross references to the spe 
cial sections in which they are treated 
Painting in a few other non-Eurc pean 
countries 
such as Tibetan Painting and Haitian 


is treated in brief articles, 


‘Painting. There is only a brief article 


African Painting. The painting of great 
historic eras is treated in separate arti 
cles, e.g., 
Painting, Gothic Painting, Pre-Colum 


Greek Painting, Egyptian 
bian Painting and Prehistoric Painting. 

As an indication of the scope of sub 
ject matter covered, an examination of 
the M section was made. Painters of 20 
countries are listed, the greatest num 
ber being Italians (47), followed by 
French (25) and Americans (23). Four 


teen of the countries represented are 
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South American; the 
Guate 


European; one is 
other five countries are Mexico 
United States, Canada 
Australia. There are 54 cross 


7 title ol 


mala, the and 
references 
paintings and 12 definitions 


of movements (e.g., Mannerism), kinds 
of painting (e.g., Magic Realism), styles 
(e.g., Maniera), schools, and processes 
(e.g., Mezzotint). André Malraux is in 
cluded because he is a distinguished art 
Eleven art 


are listed and there are cross 


critic as well as a novelist 
galleries 
references from Museums, Austria, Mu 
seums, Belgium, etc., to all the impor 
tant galleries in 12 European countries 
and the United States. In other sections 
there are many definitions of painting 
terms, e.g., Diptych and Palette 

The editors state in the Preface that 
“the most representative and notewor 
thy painters in each historical era and 
country have been included.” A brief 


check 


ment 


easily substantiated this state 
Articles for 
range in length from four lines to 115 


(for Michelangelo). In the 


of more famous artists, names of spe 


individual painters 


lines case 
cific paintings are mentioned; in the case 
of lesser known artists, specific works 
are not mentioned. In either case, ref 
erence is made to accompanying half 
For 


each artist dates are given, nationality, 


tone illustrations or color plates 
an outline of his life and a discussion 
of the style, range of subject matter and 
Schools 


movements with which an artist is iden 


significance of his work. and 


tified are mentioned, and other artists 


whose work has influenced his paint 
ing. In some cases the location of im 
portant works is mentioned in the arti 
cle, The information in many biographi 
cal articles was checked and found to 
be accurate 


The 


with two exceptions, reproductions of 


many illustrations which are, 


paintings, occupy a very large propor 
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tion of the book. Some are full-page 
color plates; others, both in color and 
in black and white cover half a page 


or more; and there ars many as 


three illustrations within the text on 
some pages. Very few pages have none 
arranged that 
they are always near the which 
Under each picture the 
the title in English 
and the location of the picture in a cer 
The 


color plates are numbered and are re 


The illustrations are so 
entry 
they illustrate 
artist’s last name 
tain gallery and city are given 
ferred to by number in the text; there 
is no separate list of the illustrations 
The half-tone 


what dark and tend to 


illustrations are some 


The 


color reproductions likewise are not as 


grayness 


sharp and bright as in more expensive 
reproductions. However, the colors are 
soft the 
most part attractive. With so many illus 


and harmonious and are fo! 
trations, and so many of them in color 
and of a fairly large size, the book is 
delightful to use 

The articles are written in a clear, 


concise style, and contain a_ great 
amount of information in « ompact form. 
The material on contemporary art ap 
The editors, in 
the Preface 


that they include only “the leading and 


pears to be up to date 


this connection, state in 


most typical figures” of the “manifold 


art movements of our own time.” Ex 
amples of these are O. Louis Guglielmi 
Byron Browne, Mark Tobey, Abraham 
Philip Ben Shahn, 
Rufino Tamayo, Fernand Legér, Felice . 


Casorati and André Fougeron 


Rattner, Guston, 


. . . : 7 
C ross references are numerous, in 


parentheses following the entry, and 
sometimes there is a cross reference 
within the article to some other related 
the 


painting there is a cross reference to 


article. From name of a famous 


the name of the painter, Titles of paint 
ings in the encyclopedia are, with a few 
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exceptions, in English. From the nick 


name or lesser known name of a paint 


er, there is a cross reference to his real 
name. Pronunciation of names is not 
given. There are no bibliographical ref 


erences, except occasionally the titles 
of books written by art critics. 

The book is bound attractively in red 
cloth with gold letters on the spine. The 
and strong, and the 
The text and plates 
were printed by offset by Smeets Li 


thographers in the Netherlands, and the 


paper 1S opaque 


print is excellent 


book was produced by the Chanticleer 
New York 


two columns and there are no headings 


Press in The pages have 
at the top. Margins are adequate. En 
tries wre in bold-faced type; the first 
letters of names only are in capitals. 
The 


unique as 


Encyclopedia of Painting is 
a one-volume, well-illustrat 
ed, comprehensive reference work in 
English 


The limitations imposed by its relative 


about painters and painting 
inexpensiveness and size have inevita 
bly resulted in illustrations inferior to 
those 


briefness 


in more costly art works and 
in the treatment of subject 
matter. Lack of bibliographical refer 
ences and lists of the titles of the paint 
ings in their original and more familiar 
language will lessen the usefulness of 
the work for art students. Inclusive 
headings at the top of the page will be 
missed by reference workers. However, 
the Encyclopedia of Painting will ap 
peal to the general reader because it is 
simply and interestingly written and 
abundantly illustrated. It will be use 
ful to art 


prehensive, concise, reliable and up to 


students because it is com 
date. The Encyclopedia of Painting is 


recommended for libraries and _ for 


home use 


Everyman’s Dictionary of Music. Com 
piled by Eric Blom. | Rev. ed 


Lon 


don, J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd.; New 
York, E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., {1954 

xiii, 687p. 19.5em. natural tinish cloth 
$4.50; to schools, 'y discount, postage 
extra; to libraries, discount schedule 


furnished 


Everyman's Dictionary of Music, a 
volume in the “Everyman's Reference 
Library,” was first published in 1946, 
under the editorship of Eric Blom. This 
edited by Sir 
Eric, whose greater work on the recent 


revised edition is also 
edition of Grove’s Dictionary of Music 
and Musicians was reviewed in the Sub 
scription Books Bulletin of July 1955 
On the book jacket 
states that “the book 
10,000 separate entries.”” A sample count 


the publisher 


contains some 


of some 50 pages indicates this claim to 
be conservative: there seem to be over 
11,000 entries, plus nearly 2000 see ref 
erences. The Preface carefully defines 
the limits of the book in an eminently 
sane statement which could serve as 
a model for explanatory prefaces. The 
work is not strictly a dictionary as it in 
cludes biographical sketches and omits 
pronunciations; nor is it strictly an 
encyclopedia since it treats no subject 
exhaustively. The aim is a definition or 
treatment as succinct as possible. No 
illustrations or musical examples are 
shown. The work deals only with west 
ern music in the Christian era. No per 
formers living at the time of revision 
are included unless they are also recog 
nized composers; the Preface expresses 
that 
Boult and Toscanini cannot be included 


regret names such as Beecham, 


because of editorial policy. 


Inclusion covers instruments, biog 


raphy, popular as well as formal names, 
literary sources or inspiration, libret 
tists, definitions, harmonic terms, abbre 


“ 


viations, “gathering” entries (e.g., Pol 


ish composers), and music in general 
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The arrangement is alphabetical, 
word by word; however, modified vow 


els are treated as though they were not 


modified. Thus, Schumann precedes 
Schiinemann, and Schupanzigh pre 
cedes Schiirmann; a cross reference 


” 


under Loewe states: “See also Lowe. 
A reference under Léwe also. states: 
“See also Loewe.” The system of trans 
followed for Slavic proper 
names is that of the School of Slavonic 
Studies {of London], and although the 
phonetic values are unfamiliar to the 


literation 


music-lover, they are accurate and are 
used for the consistently. 
Cross references are numerous. 


most part 

Abbreviations are used extensively. 
Although no table of abbreviations is 
included, interpretation of them offers 
no particular difficulty; there are en 
tries in the main alphabet for those not 
generally understood, e.g., pf. (piano 
forte) (musicologist). A 
entry 


and meolst. 
includes 


name, dates and places of birth and 


typical biographical 
death, identification, education, a few 
facts of importance concerning the ca 
reer of the person being treated, and a 
list of major works. The last item c*ten 
leads to a lengthy entry disproportion 
ate to the importance of the biographee; 
e.g., the entry for Albert Roussel is al 
most twice that for Anton Bruckner; 
that of Michael Balfe equals that of Ar 
nold Schoenberg; and that of Vaughan 
Williams exceeds that of J. S. Bach. Re 
vision, as checked by death dates, ex 
tends in general through the middle of 
the calendar year of 1954. The inclusion 
is broad, and since the inclusion is to 
some extent uncritical, it is possible to 
locate a great number of uncustomary 
entries 

Several unusual types of inclusions 
are noted: literary writers whose works 
have been used in musical settings or 


have furnished musical inspiration, as 


Longfellow, Byron, Hartleben, Goethe, 
Shakespeare; titles and popular names, 
as “Pierrot lunaire,”’ “Swan Lake,” 
“Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk Dis- 
trict,” “Chopsticks,” and “Chopsticks 
Variations”; a list of national anthems 
(including three for China, two for Ru- 
mania, three for Russia, and the official 
and the earlier unofficial anthems for 
the United States). Composers are list- 
ed under some national headings, as 
Belgian composers, Polish composers, 
but no entries are included for Austrian 
or German or Italian or French com- 
posers, or for others when seemingly a 
great number of composers can be iden- 
tified with each country. Likewise, un- 
usual or unexpected entries are includ- 
ed, as quotations, imitations, kitchen, 
glissando. 

Some human inconsistencies occur. 
Fritz Kreisler is omitted because he is 
a living violinist, but he should have 
been included on the ground that he is 
a recognized and popular composer. 
Often, when a user finds a seeming in- 
consistency, a proper explanation can 
be found in the Preface, where some 
known inconsistencies are explained. 

The paper in Everyman’s Dictionary 
of Music is “smooth English finish,” and 
is opaque. The type, although small, is 
legible. The inking is 
form. The binding cloth is natural fin 


relatively uni 
ish, and the work is sewed so that the 
book opens flat. The margins are ample 
but not generous. The text is printed 
two columns to the page 

There is no one-volume dictionary of 
music with which the Everyman’s Dic- 
tionary of Music can be validly com 
pared. It is a work which can be used 
in conjunction with other one-volume 
works whose uses have been proved in 
various libraries and each of which has 
its distinguishing characteristics. It is, 


by editorial intent, relatively complete 
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and inexpensive; not for the erudite 
user, as is the Harvard Dictionary of 
Music; not as full in treatment, in most 
instances, as the International Cyclo- 
pedia of Music and Musicians, which it 
more nearly resembles; nor as informal 
or attractive to the eye as the Oxford 
Companion to Music, with which except 
for long articles it has some points of 
inclusion in common. It should be noted 
that it bears a close verbal resemblance 
to short: definitions given in Grove’s 
Dictionary of Music and Musicians. 

In Everyman’s Dictionary of Music 
the compiler has produced a handy, 
well-made, one-volume work which is 
recommended for home use, for owners 
of the 1946 edition, and for those li 
braries which do not own the greatly 
more detailed new edition of Grove’s 
Dictionary of Music and Musicians. 


Lands and Peoples: The World in Color. 
New York, The Grolier Society, 
1929-55]. illus. maps. 25cm. Hollis 
ton Sturdite $59.50; school and library 


discounts. 


Tv 


This is a product of the continuous 
revision policy of the editorial staff, a 
policy begun in 1950. The original edi 
tion, published in 1929-30, was reviewed 
in the October 1930 Subscription Books 
Bulletin, the 1938 edition in the Oc 
tober 1939 issue, and the 1943 edition in 
the October 1944 issue. 

The original edition was adapted from 
a set of similar title sold by the Educa 
tional Book Company of London. In 
1927 an editorial staff was set up by the 
Grolier Society in New York to edit, 
and add new material for the 
Helen Hynson Mer 
rick is the present editor. 

According to the publishers, little of 
1929-30 text and illustra 
tions remains. However, scope, arrange 


rewrite, 
American edition 


the original 


ment and format are generally un 


changed. The seven volumes are still 
planned to bring contiguous countries 
together, with general scope as follows: 
I, Western Europe; II, Central Europe; 
III, The Middle East; IV, Asia; V, Af- 
rica, Australia and Oceania; VI, North 
America; VII, Latin America and Gen- 
eral Topics. The text covers briefly the 
history, racial ancestry and traits of 
the people, the climates, forms of gov 
ernment, cities, natural wealth, scen 
ery, industries, commerce, agriculture, 
arts, manners and customs, dress, reli- 
gion and education for each country in 
cluded. 

The articles are written in a clear 
narrative style, conforming with that 
found in earlier Content is 
interestingly presented and 
comprehended by the average sixth 
grade child as well as by a more ma 
ture adult. 

The index in volume 7 will permit 


editions. 


may be 


users to compare aspects of life in vari 
ous countries by its entries under ap 
propriate subject headings. Emphasis is 
revealed in the number of entries found 
under the following subjects: more than 
100 for agriculture, costumes, houses 
and industries; 50 or more entries un 
der boats, customs, education, fisher- 
men and fishing, minerals and trans 
portation; and more than 25 entries un 
der bridges, cathedrals, colleges and 
universities, crafts, festivals, food, for 
ests, headdresses, Indians, American 
and religion. Illustrations are indicated 
by symbols preceding the page refer 
ences. Each volume has a table of con 
tents and an appended list of color 
plates arranged alphabetically by coun 
try. 

Reviewing the changes since the be 
ginning of the continuous revision pol- 
icy in 1950, the publishers report 41 
new articles covering 809 pages, 1871 
pages revised, 1985 new black-and-white 
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out of a total 2034, 30 new 
total 646, 


1 26 new maps out of a total 58. How 


liustrations 


color illustrations out of a 


this has been accomplished within prac 
tically the same number of pages (2744 
in 1943 2796 in 1955) is 


material on individual countries in the 


and clear if 
1943 and 1955 editions is compared. Fo: 
example, Lindesay Parrott’s article on 
Japan is new, but covers the same gen 
eral outline and number of pages which 
The 


point of view is mid-twentieth century 


were adopted for earlier editions 


The facts and figures section has been 
brought up to date, but the paragraph 
on communications has been omitted 
from the 1955 edition. The 12 full-page 
color plates which accompany the arti 
cle are identical with those found in the 
1943 edition, except that the color seems 
somewhat improved in the later edition. 
All of the 15 black-and-white photo 
graphs in the later edition are new and 
adequately reflect postwar Japan. There 
is also a new map. Comparison of the 
two articles on Korea, however, reveals 
no change in text except in the para 
graph of introduction and on the last 
two and a half pages, which have been 
rewritten to include references to 1953 
Facts 


brought up to date, though 1944 popula 


events and figures have been 
tion figures are given for the country 
as a whole and 1940 population figures 
for chief towns, with a note that late: 
figures are unavailable 

Othe 
tuted for 


lowing lands and peoples: The British 


new articles have been substi 

earlier material on the fol 
Isles, Town and Country in England, 
Wales, Scotland, Netherlands, Belgium, 
France, Norway, Denmark, Germany 
Berlin, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, 
Pakistan, 
Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand, 


American Indians, Canada, the 


Hashemite Kingdom, India, 
the Sudan, British 
Australia’s Aborigines, 


Maoris 





Canadian 
Northwest Ter 
Hawaii and 


United States 


Atlantic Province Quebex 
Citic Ss, the Yukon and 
ritories, the United States 


Alaska, the Cities of the 


Mexico, Chile, Brazil, and United Na 
tions. All of these except Sudan have 
been signed by special contributors 


whose biographical sketches bear out 
the publisher’s statement that they are 
they 


with 


either nationals in the countries 


describe or are American writers 
interest in 
their subjects. Some of these are Carle 
Robert Barrat, Anne Fre 
mantle, Trygve Lie, Robert Blackwood 
Robertson, Richard L. Neuberger 
Walter Sullivan. New color plates, 28 


of a total 34, superior in color to those 


a special knowledge and 


ton Beals, 
and 
in earlier editions, were supplied for 


the Netherlands, 
American 


Belgium and _ the 
1955. Black-and 


white photographs, many of them new, 


Indians in 


and excellent in choice of subject and 
in reproduction, accompany all articles 
cited above as well as those on Greece, 
Afghanistan, Tibet, 
Korea, Mo 


accom 


Yugoslavia, Russia 
Indochina, Formosa, China 
rocco, and Africa. New 
pany most of these articles. There are 
also new articles “The Millionth Map” 
and “The Races of Mankind.” Text has 
been rewritten for “The Greeks of To 
day,” and for “The Folk of Yugoslavia.” 


Nine other articles have been partially 


maps 


rewritten. Since a policy of continuous 
revision was begun in 1950, remaining 
articles will be rewritten in later issues 


of the set, according to the publishe rs’ 


statement. More up-to-date facts and 
figures have been substituted in some 
cases. This brief section of facts and 


figures which may be found at the end 


of some, but not all articles, is the least 


useful reference feature of the set, as 


dates are not always given and no 


sources for statistics are cited 


Summary of revision from 1951 to 
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1955 will serve as a guide to those li 
braries considering purchase of the 1955 
edition if they already have an edition 
published since 1950. According to the 
publishers’ statement, four new articles 
totalling 31 pages were added in 1951; 
8 totalling 145 pages in 1952; 12 total 
ling 223 pages in 1953; 7-totalling 177 
pages in 1954; and 10 totalling 233 pages 
Nev 
tions added during this period include 
67 in 1951, 400 in 1952, 882 in 1953, 353 
in 1954, and 283 in 1955 

Page make-up still resembles that of 
the National 


Print of the text is clear and easily read 


in 1955. black-and-white illustra 


Geographic Magazine. 
though the index is in rather fine print 
for children. The paper is opaque and 
durable. The 
attractively bound in purple. 


volumes are sturdily and 


Since the chief reference value of the 
set is in the pictorial representation of 
life and customs of the world, even 
more than in the text, and since the sub 
stituted and added photographs have 
selected, the 


been discriminatingly 


amount of revision will warrant pur 
chase of the new edition by those li 
braries which have editions published 
before 1952, and by other libraries with 
no set, but in need of such attractively 
presented illustrative material on the 
peoples and lands of the world, yester 
day and today. Lands and Peoples is 
therefore recommended for those li 


braries and for home purchase. 


The Macmillan Medical Cyclopedia, 
William A. R. Thomson, {comp 
New York, The Macmillan Company, 


1955 x, 1013)p. illus. plates, 
diagrs. 22cm. cloth $6.95; to schools 
and libraries 3314 per cent discount. 
This book, meant for the ‘ntelligent 


layman, was published originally as the 
twenty-second edition of Black’s Medi 
Black, 


cal Dictionary (Edinburgh, 
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fact that it is 
it is hard to 


c1955). In 
now titled 


spite of the 
“Cyclopedia,” 
see how it differs from other medical 
dictionaries intended for the educated 
non-medical reader. Its articles are ar 
ranged alphabetically and average a 
little over one-fourth page in length, 
both features commonly found in medi 
cal dictionaries 

William A. Robson Thomson is joint 
editor of the Practitioner. He holds 
M.B., Ch.B., and M.D. degrees, and was 
formerly Chief Assistant in the Cardiac 
Hospital, 


Department of the London 


Research Fellow in the Department of 


Medicine, University of Edinburgh, and — 


Tutor in Clinical Medicine at the Royal 
Infirmary in Edinburgh 

Although Maemillan is advertised as 
“new,” and the publisher states that 
it has been “completely reset,” a study 
of 43 articles, from Appetite through 
Aspiration, showed only one new term 
added in the new edition and no addi 
tional or revised statements in any of 
the other articles. The tables, most of 
the illustrations, and the preliminary 
matter are unchanged from the previ 
ous edition (Comrie, J. D. and Thom 
son, William A. R. Black’s Medical Dic 


tionary. London, Black, 1953). Illustra. ' 


tive material includes anatomical draw 
ings, statistical tables, and line cuts for 
the most part, with four plates in color 
and a few reprodugtions of x-ray plates 
Most of the illustrftions are from stand 
ard works. 

The main drawbacks of the work are 
its British tenor and the many instances 
of old and unrevised data it present: 
For example, “maize” is used for “corn” 
and “porridge” for “oatmeal,” and the 
statistics under Tuberculosis are thos« 
for Scotland. The lack of 


exemplified in the 


revision 1S 

Penicillin 
statement that peni 
labo 


article 
which contains the 


cillin “has been synthesized in the 
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ratory, but it is such a complex and un 
stable substance that there is no reason 
to believe that it will be possible to 
synthesize it on a commercial scale 
at least not for a long time to come.” 
The Preface states, “The fundamentals 
of medicine are still the samé as they 
were in the opening years of the cen 
tury, when the book was first published 
In the preparation of this new edi 
tion the aim has been to preserve what 
is good in the old and to add only those 
recent advances which would appear to 
be standing the test of time,” but it is 
doubtful if many would agree that med 
icine today is the same as medicine in 
1906 
Poor editing is shown occasionally. 
For the 
gives a cross reference to Farinaceous 
Foods, but when the latter is examined, 
another cross reference, to Cereals, is 


example, article Arrowroot 


encountered. 

The Macmillan Medical Cyclopedia 
must naturally be considered in rela 
tion to similar American works. Three 
such books are: Clark, R. L., Jr. and 
Cumley, R. W. The Book of Health 
(Houston, Elsevier Press [1953] 836p. 
$12.50); Fishbein, M. Popular Medical 
Encyclopedia (Rev. and enl. ed. New 
York, Doubleday [1950] 514p. $4.95); 
and Rosenberg, M. M. Encyclopedia of 
Medical Self-Help (New York, 
300ks, Inc. [c1952] 880p. $6.50). Each 
of these was found to be more up to 
date 
American 


than Macmillan and to contain 


terms and material when 
these differed from non-American ones. 
Of these books Rosenberg is most near 
ly like Macmillan in size, price, and 
alphabetical arrangement. 

The strong points of The Macmillan 


Medical Cyclopedia are its conservative 
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tone, the standing of its editor, and its 
long history. Its weak points are its 
lack of up-to-dateness, its British bias, 
and its not too careful editing. It is not 
recommended for purchase. 


Notes 


In 
about the Illustrated Encyclopedia of 


response to numerous inquiries 


Knowledge which has been sold in 
chain stores, in department stores, and 
by mail order, and has been given as 
the 


Subscription Books Committee has tried 


a premium with television sets, 
to secure review sets from the distribu 
tor, the Robert Edwards Premium Cor 
poration, New York. Although in Au 
gust 1955 the work was advertised as 
“just published,” 20 volumes in 10, and 
it has been so distributed, the distribu 
tor has not supplied review sets to date 
on the basis that the final volume, the 
index and study guide, is still not off 


the press. 


300ks Committee 
of 
about the Universal Standard Encyclo- 
pedia, A Funk & Wagnalls Encyclo- 
pedia. The set has been sold in food 


The Subscription 


has received a number inquiries 


stores on a book-a-week plan, volume 1 
for 25 cents with any purchase of $2.50 
or more, and volumes 2-25 for 99 cents 
each with any food purchase. 

In answer to Committee requests for 
review sets of the Universal Standard 
Encyclopedia, the Funk & Wagnalls 
Company that the Unicorn 
Press, 516 Bergen Street, Brooklyn, 
New York, manufacture and distribute 
the work. No answer to repeated in 


replied 


quiries about the set has been received 
from the Unicorn Press. 
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such statements as “Recommended (or 
endorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a state 
ment falsely implies action on the part 
of the Association 


viewed books or sets 


appraisal of their work, 
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